April 29, 2003

If Mr. Denktash does indeed have the
interests of the people of northern Cy-
prus at heart, he should step aside and
allow the Turkish Cypriot people to
choose their own future. There is too
much at stake to allow another oppor-
tunity to expire.

——

THE TROUBLED MEDIA
ENVIRONMENT IN UKRAINE

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President, later
this week individuals around the world
will mark World Press Freedom Day.
The functioning of free and inde-
pendent media is tied closely to the ex-
ercise of many other fundamental free-
doms as well as to the future of any
democratic society. The Commission
on Security and Cooperation in Europe,
which | co-chair, is responsible for
monitoring press freedom in the 55 par-
ticipating States of the Organization
for Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope, OSCE. Recently, | reported to the
Senate on the deplorable conditions for
independent media in the Republic of
Belarus. Today, | will address the situ-
ation of journalists and media outlets
in Ukraine.

Several discouraging reports have
come out recently concerning the
medic environment in Ukraine. These
reports merit attention, especially
within the context of critical presi-
dential elections scheduled to take
place in Ukraine next year. The State
Department’s Country Reports on
Human Rights Practices in Ukraine for
2002 summarizes media freedoms as fol-
lows: *““Authorities interfered with the
news media by intimidating journal-
ists, issuing written and oral instruc-
tions about events to cover and not to
cover, and pressuring them into apply-
ing self-censorship. Nevertheless a wide
range of opinion was available in news-
papers, periodicals, and Internet news
sources.”’

Current negative trends and restric-
tive practices with respect to media
freedom in Ukraine are sources of con-
cern, especially given that country’s
leadership claims concerning integra-
tion into the Euro-Atlantic commu-
nity. Lack of compliance with inter-
national human rights standards, in-
cluding OSCE commitments, on free-
dom of expression undermines that
process. Moreover, an independent
media free from governmental pressure
is an essential factor in ensuring a
level playing field in the upcoming 2004
presidential elections in Ukraine.

In her April 18, 2003 annual report to
the Ukrainian parliament, Ombudsman
Nina Karpachova asserted that jour-
nalism remains among the most dan-
gerous professions in Ukraine, with 36
media employees having been Kkilled
over the past ten years, while beatings,
intimidation of media employees,
freezing of bank accounts of media out-
lets, and confiscation of entire print
runs of newspapers and other publica-
tions have become commonplace in
Ukraine.

The murder of prominent journalist
Heorhiy Gongadze—who disappeared in
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September 2000—remains  unsolved.
Ukrainian President Kuchma and a
number of high-ranking officials have
been implicated in his disappearance
and the circumstances leading to his
murder. The Ukrainian authorities’
handling, or more accurately mis-
handling of this case, has been charac-
terized by obfuscation and
stonewalling. Not surprisingly, lack of
transparency illustrated by the
Gongadze case has fueled the debili-
tating problem of widespread corrup-
tion reaching the highest levels of the
Government of Ukraine.

Audio recordings exist that contain
conversations between Kuchma and
other senior government officials dis-
cussing the desirability of Gongadze’s
elimination. Some of these have been
passed to the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice as part of a larger set of recordings
of Kuchma’s conversations implicating
him and his cronies in numerous scan-
dals. Together with Commission Co-
Chairman Rep. CHRIS SMITH, | recently
wrote to the Department of Justice re-
questing technical assistance to deter-
mine whether the recordings in which
the Gongadze matter is discussed are
genuine. A credible and transparent in-
vestigation of this case by Ukrainian
authorities is long overdue and the
prepetrators—no matter who they may
be—need to be brought to justice.

The case of Ihor Alexandrov, a direc-
tor of a regional television station,
who was beaten in July 2001 and subse-
quently died also remains unsolved. Se-
rious questions remain about the way
in which that case was handled by the
authorities.

A Human Rights Watch report, Nego-
tiating the News: Informal State Cen-
sorship of Ukrainian Television, issued
in March, details the use of explicit di-
rectives or temnyky, lists of topics,
which have been sent to editors from
Kuchma’s Presidential Administration
on what subjects to cover and in what
manner. The report correctly notes
that these temnyky have eroded free-
dom of expression in Ukraine, as ‘“‘edi-
tors and journalists feel obligated to
comply with temnyky instructions due
to economic and political pressures and
fear repercussions for non-coopera-
tion.” To their credit, the independent
media are struggling to counter at-
tempts by the central authorities to
control their reporting and coverage of
issues and events.

Another troubling feature of the
media environment has been the con-
trol exerted by various oligarchs with
close links to the government who own
major media outlets. There is growing
evidence that backers of the current
Prime Minister and other political fig-
ures have been buying out previously
independent news sources, including
websites, and either firing reporters or
telling them to cease criticism of the
government of find new jobs.

Last December, Ukraine’s parliament
held hearings on ‘““Society, Mass Media,
Authority: Freedom of Speech and Cen-
sorship in Ukraine.” Journalists’ testi-

S5475

mony confirmed the existence of cen-
sorship, including temnyky, as well as
various instruments of harassment and
intimidation. Tax inspections, various
legal actions or license withdrawals
have all been used as mechanisms by
the authorities to pressure media out-
lets that have not towed the line or
have supported opposition parties.

As a result of these hearings, the par-
liament, on April 3rd, voted 252 to one
to approve a law defining and banning
state censorship in the Ukrainian
media. This is a welcome step. How-
ever, given the power of the presi-
dential administration, the law’s im-
plementation remains an open question
at best, particularly in the lead up to
the 2004 elections in Ukraine.

| urge our Ukrainian parliamentary
colleagues to continue to actively
press their government to comply with
Ukraine’s commitments to funda-
mental freedoms freely agreed to as a
signatory to the Helsinki Final Act. |
also urge the Ukrainian authorities, in-
cluding the constitutional ‘‘guar-
antor’, to end their campaign to stifle
independent reporting and viewpoints
in the media. Good news from Ukraine
will come not from the spin doctors of
the presidential administration, but
when independent media and journal-
ists can pursue their responsibilities
free of harassment, intimidation, and
fear.

————
CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President,
today | rise to talk about Child Abuse
Prevention Month. Child Abuse Pre-
vention Month was established 20 years
ago by Presidential proclamation and
since then, this month has been de-
voted to raising awareness about this
tragic problem.

This year holds particular sadness for
those of us from New Jersey. This past
January, 7-year-old Faheem Williams
was found dead in a Newark, NJ, base-
ment where he and his two brothers
had been imprisoned for weeks. He had
been starved and beaten. With Faheem
were his twin, Raheem, and 4-year-old
brother Tyrone, both of whom were
found to be malnourished and dehy-
drated. All of this occurred under the
supervision of the State agency that
placed these three boys in foster care.

His death marks a tragic failure on
the part of our State and country, as
do the deaths of thousands of children
each year. Mr. President, I was at
Faheem’s funeral. That day | said that
it didn’t matter whether his death was
due to neglect or direct abuse. We can-
not permit another child to go through
this ever again.

Across the country last year, 879,000
children were victims of child abuse
and neglect, of whom approximately
1,200 died from maltreatment. Accord-
ing to the national organization, Pre-
vent Child Abuse America, three chil-
dren die every day from abuse or ne-
glect at the hands of those who are
supposed to care for them. | don’t need
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